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Eicha – Lamentations

The Megialah
 of Eicha was composed by Yirmiyahu  (the Prophet Jeremiah) approximately 2 decades prior to the (First) Temples Destruction. It is a description of how the grand city of Jerusalem has gone from colossal heights to immense depths of destruction. Although the Megilah was composed prior to the Destruction, the Megilah speaks in the past tense. The name of the Megilah – Eicha – litteraly translated How? Is the one word that the Megilah revolves around. How can it be that such a remarkable city will sit in ruins? How can it be that the city that was once humming with scores of inhabitants is now reduced to rubble?
How? That is the question that the Megilah revolves around. The prophet, wanting the people to repent, is making his point by describing the destruction in such vivid terms – and constantly asking "How did it come to this?", in effect he is intimating to the people that their sins are the cause of the imminent and looming destruction.
Yirmiyahu  (The Prophet Jeremiah)
Yirmiyahu  (The Prophet Jeremiah) was a Kohen
. He composed 3 works – 

1. The book of Yirmiyahu  (Jeremiah) –  his own prophecies
2. The book of Melachim (Kings)

3. And this book of Eicha (Lamentations)

He began prophesizing at a young age. He initially shied from prophecy asking G-d how he could possibly go speak as a prophet, being that he is so young. He asks by what right is he rebuking a society that he hasn't yet contributed to? G-d insists and sends him on his mission with a warning that he shouldn’t be scared nor mince any words. He should speak as G-d tells him, and G-d will stand by his side to protect him. He is disliked for his prophecies of disaster. At one point his own family, the kohanim of the city of Anatot, tries to assassinate him. Later he is accused of spying
. He is even beaten and incarcerated
. The king is told that Yirmiyahu 's prophecies of destruction are weakening the moral of the soldiers and the people. The king (Tzidkiyahu) gives him over to the accusers and they throw him into a pit of tar. He is almost killed but is saved in the nick of time.

Yirmiyahu foretold the destruction and witnessed it. He remained in the land of Israel with the remnants that the Babylonian king authorized should stay behind. After the murder of Gedaliah ben Achicam – the presiding governor – the people ask Yirmiyahu  what they should do. He tells them not to flee to Egypt, and that if they do – they will get killed there. They don't listen to him, flee to Egypt, forcing him to go with them.
His disciple Baruch Ben Neryah was Ezra's teacher.

Background to the Book of Eicha (Lamentations)

In Yirmiyahu  Ch36 we are taught that in the 4th year or the reign of Yehoyakim the son of Yoshiyahu the King of Judah G-d told Yirmiyahu  to write the prophecy regarding the inhabitants of Israel. G-d said, maybe they will hear of the horrific catastrophe that G-d is planning
 and they will repent – so G-d will forgive their sins. 
Yirmiyahu  proceeds to call his disciple Baruch Ben Neryah   and dictates to him three Chapters of Eicha  – Lamentations(Chapter 1,2,4). Yirmiyahu  tells him that being that he is incarcerated; Baruch should go to the Beit Hamikdash (Temple) and read this work to the people on a fast day. On this day, many of the Jews will be present in the Beit Hamikdash and maybe they will repent and their prayers will be accepted before Hashem.

In the 5th year of Yehyakim in the month of Kislev (9th month) a fast day was declared. Everyone gathered to Jerusalem and Baruch Ben Neryah   seized the opportunity to read Eicha publicly. When the nobles were told of what Baruch Ben Neryah had said, they summoned him and they asked to hear it. Upon hearing Yirmiyahus'  words, they declared that they had to present the king with it, maybe he will listen. They warned Baruch Ben Neryah   to hide himself and Yirmiyahu . They approached the king and told him that Yirmiyahu had composed a Megilah describing the looming threat and pending destruction. The king asked to hear the Megilah read before him. They brought the Megilah to the king. As the first three verses were read – describing the destruction of Jerusalem, its' desolation, and the exile of the people, the king listened, thinking "non-the-less, I will be king". When they read the 4th verse, stating the enemies took command he realized that he would not be king and immediately slashed the Megilah discarding it into the fireplace.
The king and his bureaucrats were unmoved by the Megilah or its being set on fire. Although the nobles begged him not to burn it, he took no heed. Instead, he ordered that Baruch Ben Neryah   and Yirmiyahu be captured (he intended to execute them) but G-d hid them.

G-d told Yirmiyahu rewrite the Megilah. This time Yirmiyahu  added the third Chapter. Each of the first 3 Chapters is composed of  22 verses – going in the order of the Hebrew alphabet. The added Chapter (Chapter 3) has 3 series of the alphabet – totaling 66 verses.

� Megilah litteraly means "klaf" - parchment


� From the family that was chosen to serve in temple what is commonly translated as "priests"


� Yirmiyah Ch38


� Yirmiyah Ch 37


� Maybe upon hearing it told as though, the destruction has already occurred, they will be inspired to repent. Metsudot David





� פסיקתא רבתי (איש שלום) פיסקא כו - ויהי בעת שסרחה ד"ה אמר ירמיהו כשהייתי 





אמר ירמיהו כשהייתי עולה לירושלים נטלתי עיני וראיתי אשה אחת יושבת בראש ההר, (לבנשה) [לבושיה] שחורים ושערה סתור צועקת מבקשת מי ינחמנה, ואני צועק ומבקש מי ינחמני, קרבתי אצלה ודברתי עמה, ואמרתי לה אם אשה את דברי עמי ואם רוח את הסתלקי מלפני, ענתה ואמרה לי, אינך מכירני, אני היא שהיו לי שבעה בנים, יצא אביהם למדינת הים, עד שאני עולה ובוכה עליו הרי שניבא ואמר לי נפל הבית על שבעה בנייך והרגם, איני יודע על מי אבכה ועל מי אסתור שעריי, עניתי ואמרתי אין אתה טובה מן (עמך) [אמי] ציון והיא עשויה מרעית לחיות השדה, ענתה ואמרה לי, אני אמך ציון, אני היא אם השבעה, שכן כתב אומללה יולדת השבעה (ירמיה ט"ו ט'), אמר לה ירמיה דומה מכתך (למכת) [למכתו] של איוב, מאיוב נטלו בניו ובנותיו, וממך נטלו בנייך ובנותייך, מאיוב נטלתי כספו וזהבו, וממך נטלתי כספך וזהבך, לאיוב השלכתי לתוך האשפה, וליך עשיתי אשפה של זבל, וכשם שחזרתי ונחמתי את איוב כך אני עתיד לחזור ולנחמך, לאיוב כפלתי בניו ובנותיו וליך אני עתיד לכפול בנייך ובנותייך, לאיוב כפלתי כספו וזהבו וליך אני עתיד לעשות כן, לאיוב נערתי מן אשפה ועליך הוא אומר התנערי מעפר קומי שבי ירושלים (ישעיה נ"ב ב'), בשר ודם בנה אותך, בשר ודם החריבך, אבל לעתיד לבא אני בונה אותך, שכן כתוב בונה ירושלים ה' נדחי ישראל יכנס (תהלים קמ"ז ב'), אמן במהרה בימינו הקדוש ברוך הוא יקיים את המקרא שכתב עלינו ופדויי ה' ישובון ובאו לציון ברינה וגו' (ישעיה ל"ה י').
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